t 



TENT COOPERATION TREAT 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
E047488-GL 


pQp FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 

PCT/EP 01/00566 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

22/01/2001 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

07/02/2000 


Applicant 

GUALA DISPENSING S.P.A. et al . 





This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



. sheets. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of o 

|"3T| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
1 — 1 Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



2. 
3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



□ 
□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box fl). 



4. With regard to the title, 

|"X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

|"X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 17 

|X| as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

[ | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTE 



TIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



atlonal Application No 

7EP 01/00566 



A. CLASSIRCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 B65D39/00 B65D39/16 






According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 




B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
IPC / DObL) 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category ° 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


A 


EP 0 894 730 A (S E M A T S R L) 
3 February 1999 (1999-02-03) 

claims; figures 




1,8-12, 

19,20, 

29,31,32 


A 


EP 0 629 559 A (NUSSBAUMER BENN0) 
21 December 1994 (1994-12-21) 
claims; figures 




1,8-15, 
19,20 


A 


FR 1 100 579 A (BARBIER) 
21 September 1955 (1955-09-21) 
claims; figures 




1-4,8-12 


A 


EP 0 166 036 A (INTERPATENT ANSTALT 
INDELEC AB) 2 January 1986 (1986-01-02) 
claims; figures 


1-4,8-12 






/-- 




j y j Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 


|y j Patent family members are listed in annex. 


• Special categories of cited documents : 

•A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
•E' earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P' document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 


T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

*Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

•&' document member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 


Date of mailing of the international search report 


16 July 2001 


24/07/2001 




Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patent laan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

SERRANO GALARRAGA, J 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



ER^' 



atlonal Application No 

/EP 01/00566 



C.(Contlnuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 9 Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



FR 2 644 142 A (POITEVIN GUILLEMETTE) 
14 September 1990 (1990-09-14) 



Form PC T /ISA/2 10 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1992) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

ti^^Hion on patent family members 



latlonal Application No 

/EP 01/00566 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 


EP 0894730 


A 


03-02-1999 


IT MI970584 


u 


01-02-1999 


EP 0629559 


A 


21-12-1994 


CH 687694 


A 


31-01-1997 








AT 142585 


T 


15-09-1996 










u 


17-10-1996 








ES 2091681 


T 


01-11-1996 


FR 1100579 


A 


21-09-1955 


NONE 






EP 0166036 


A 


02-01-1986 


DE 3474803 


D 


01-12-1988 


FR 2644142 


A 


14-09-1990 


NONE 







Form PCT/1SA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992) 



(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



CORRECTED VERSION 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 

International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
16 August 2001 (16.08.2001) 




PCT 



(10) International Publication Number 

WO 01/58772 Al 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : B65D 39/00, 

39/16 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/EP0 1/00566 

(22) International Filing Date: 22 January 2001 (22.01.2001) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 
TO2000A000112 



7 February 2000 (07.02.2000) IT 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): GUALA 
DISPENSING S.P.A. [IT/IT]; Zona Industrial D/5, 
Spinetta Marengo, 1-15047 Alessandria (IT). 

(72) Inventor; and 

(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only): FRAGOLA, Felice 
[IT/IT]; Guala Dispensing S.p.A., Zona Industrial D/5, 
Spinetta Marengo, 1-15047 Alessandria (IT). 



(74) Agents: LONG, Giorgio et al.; Jacobacci & Partners 
S.p.A., Via Senate 8, 1-20121 Milano (IT). 

(81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 
AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CR, CU, CZ, 
DE, DK, DM, DZ, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, 
HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, 
LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, 
NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, 
TR, IT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZW 

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM, 
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian 
patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European 
patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, 
IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE, TR), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, 
CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 

Published: 

— with international search report 

[Continued on next page] 



(54) Title: CLOSURE FOR CONTAINERS, IN PARTICULAR PLUG FOR BOTTLES 



IT) 



o 




(57) Abstract: The present invention refers in general to a closure 
for containers, and in particular to a plug for bottles, preferably 
adapted to be used to plug bottles of wine. In particular, the present 
invention relates to a closure (1) for containers characterized in that 
it comprises: rigid supporting and sealing means (3); and a covering 
body (5) made of plastic material, said covering body (5) cooperat- 
ing with and integrating said supporting and sealing means (3). 



WO 01/58772 Al IllfflllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllHIIllUIBIIl 



(48) Date of publication of this corrected version: For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 

22 November 2001 ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations " appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 

(15) Information about Correction: 

see PCT Gazette No. 47/2001 of 22 November 2001 , Sec- 
tion II 



WO 01/58772 



PCT7EP0 1/00566 



~ 1 " 

CLOSURE FOR CONTAINERS, IN PARTICULAR PLUG FOR BOTTLES 

The present invention refers in general to a 
closure for containers, and in particular to a plug 
5 for bottles, preferably adapted to be used to plug 
bottles of wine. 

Due to its preferred application as currently 
provided, the .following description will be oriented 
to the case in which the closure of the invention is 
10 applied to the field of bottles for foodstuff, in 
particular of bottles of wine, so that the closure 
will assume the configuration of a bottle plug. It is 
clear, however, that the teachings of the present 
invention are equally applicable to containers for any 
15 type of substance (foodstuff or otherwise) that needs 
a sealed closure capable on one hand of preventing the 
contained substance from leaking out, and on the other 
hand of preventing gases and/or foreign substances 
(including, for example, the material of which the 
20 closure is composed) from entering inside the 
container. 

In the field of plugs for bottles of wine, the 
most common material of which they are made is cork: 
such material is costly, increasingly difficult to 
25 obtain, since it comes from specific plants and 
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therefore is available in nature in relatively limited 
amounts . 

Moreover, plugs made of cork have many 
problems from the functionality point of view: studies 
5 in the field have demonstrated that in high 
percentages such plugs damage the wine contained in 
the bottles, giving it a taste that is no longer the 
original one and that is always unpleasant to the 
palate. When the wine contained in these bottles is 
10 precious, the presence of a faulty plug is wasteful 
and implies heavy costs. 

Even when plugs made of cork do not show 
defects, it is advisable to periodically replace them 
(10-15 years), to avoid spoiling the bottle contents. 
15 Cork also gives rise to problems in terms of 

its installation and removal from bottles: in fact, 
automatic plugging machines are exposed to dust and 
pieces of cork that become detached, polluting the 
environment and impairing process quality; moreover, 
20 cork is a non-uniform material, so that its behaviour 
differs from one supply batch to the next; finally, 
when the plug is removed from a bottle, for example 
using an ordinary corkscrew, it can happen that small 
bits of cork fall inside the bottle itself and pollute 
25 its contents. 
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Studies are being carried out to produce plugs 
for bottles made of plastic material that provide 
equivalent performances to those of plugs made of cork 
without the abovementioned problems, but the practical 
5 results so far are unsatisfactory in various aspects, 
so that it has not yet been possible to produce a 
closure that allows the replacement of cork as 
material (even with all problems generated thereby, as 
mentioned above) , while providing the same positive 

10 characteristics . 

The object of the present invention is to 
solve the abovementioned problems of the prior art, by 
providing a closure made of plastic material for 
containers that has optimum sealing characteristics, 

15 preventing gases and/or foreign substances from 
entering inside the containers and preventing the 
substance contained in the containers themselves from 
leaking out. 

A further object of the present invention is 

20 to provide a closure of the wine bottle plug type that 
can be applied to the bottle neck sizes that are 
currently deemed as standard for bottles of this type, 
that can be adapted without modifications to the 
automated machinery for plugging bottles themselves 

25 and that can be removed from bottles using ordinary 
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removing means of the corkscrew type. Moreover, the 
plug of the invention allows the organoleptic 
characteristics of the wine contained to be preserved, 
and therefore it finds a preferred application in the 
5 storage of wines of the still and lightly sparkling 
types, and in the storage of precious wines. 

The above and other objects and advantages of 
the invention, as will appear from the following 
description, are obtained by a closure for containers 
10 as claimed in claim 1. Preferred embodiments and non- 
obvious variations of the present invention are 
claimed in the dependent claims . 

The present invention will be better described 
by some preferred embodiments thereof, given by way of 
15 non-limiting examples, with reference to the attached 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side cross-sectional view of a 

first embodiment of a closure for containers 

according to the present invention; 
20 - Figure 2 is a perspective view of the 

supporting and sealing means of the closure in 

Fig. 1; 

Figure 3 is a side cross-sectional view of a 
second embodiment of a closure for containers 
25 according to the present invention; 
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Figure 4 is a side cross-sectional view of a 
third embodiment of a closure for containers 
according to the present invention; 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the closure 
5 in Fig. 4; 

Figure .6 is a side cross-sectional view of a 
fourth embodiment of a closure for containers 
according to the present invention; 
Figure 7 is a side cross-sectional view of a 

10 fifth embodiment of a closure for containers 

according to the present invention; 
Figure 8 is a side cross-sectional view of a 
sixth embodiment of a closure for containers 
according to the present invention; 

15 - Figure 9 is a side cross-sectional view of a 

seventh embodiment of a closure for containers 
according to the present invention; 
Figure 10 is a side cross-sectional view of an 
eighth embodiment of a closure for containers 

20 according to the present invention; 

Figure 11 is a side cross-sectional view of a 
ninth embodiment of a closure for containers 
according to the present invention; 
Figure 12 is a side cross-sectional view of a 

25 tenth embodiment of a closure for containers 
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according to the present invention; 
Figure 13 is a perspective view of the 
supporting and sealing means of the closure in 
Fig. 11; and 

5 - Figures 14 to 16 are side cross-sectional 

views of an eleventh embodiment of a closure 
for containers according to the present 
invention; 

- Figure 17 is a perspective sectional view of a 
10 twelfth embodiment of a closure for containers 

according to the present invention; 

- Figure 18 is a side cross-sectional view of 
the embodiment in Figure 17; 

- Figure 19 is an exploded perspective view of a 
15 thirteenth embodiment of the closure for 

containers according to the present invention; 

- Figure 20 is a side cross-sectional view of 
the embodiment in Figure 19. 

With reference to the figures, the closure for 
20 containers according to the invention will be 
described hereinbelow. As can be seen from the figures 
and as will clearly appear from the following 
description, numerous constructive variations of the 
closure are possible, all having in common the 
25 characteristics claimed in the claims. It will be 
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obvious for the persons skilled in the art, therefore, 
that the embodiments shown and described are only 
examples and do not limit the scope of the invention 
that is defined by the attached claims . 
5 In general, as can be seen from the figures, 

the closure for containers of the invention comprises 
supporting and sealing means 3 and a covering body 5 
(commonly, but not in a limiting way, placed 
externally with respect to the supporting and sealing 

10 means 3) made of plastic material (commonly, but not 
in a limiting way, elastomeric material) : the covering 
body 5 in Fig. 1 is placed around the supporting and 
sealing means 3 in order to assume, for example, the 
external cylindrical shape of a bottle plug (Fig. 2) . 

15 The dimensions of the covering body 5 are such as to 
allow it to be inserted into a traditional bottle neck 
(not shown) and then to cooperate with the internal 
walls thereof, due to the elastomeric material of 
which the plug 1 is made, to guarantee a perfect seal 

20 for the substance contained inside the bottle. The 
covering body 5 in practice cooperates by interference 
with the container opening to prevent the material 
contained therein from leaking out and to prevent 
gases and/or foreign substances from entering inside 

25 the container itself. The supporting and sealing means 
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3 are useful both for supporting the closure 1 in a 
longitudinal direction, and for strengthening the seal 
thereof with the container at one or more points. The 
supporting and sealing means 3 are important, since 
5 the elastomeric material could in time elongate and 
partly impair the sealing functionality: this is 
prevented by the means 3 above all in the part of the 
closure 1 facing the container interior . 

According to a preferred embodiment of the 
10 invention, the covering body 5 is made of 
thermoplastic foam material, or of thermosetting foam 
material . 

According to another preferred embodiment of 
the invention, the covering body 5 may alternatively 

15 be made of crosslinked foam material, of the commonly 
marketed types such as APO (marketed by the company 
API) . Obviously, other materials with equivalent 
functionalities, that will become available in the art 
in the future, can be used, 

20 If the material employed is a foam elastomer, 

the manufacturing process must include hot molding in 
the presence of a blowing agent which may be of 
chemical or physical type and is selected from those 
usually used in analogous processes. However, a 

25 particularly preferred process for hot-molding the 
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closure (1) uses a fluid in the supercritical state as 
a blowing agent. As is known, a fluid in the 
supercritical state is a fluid maintained at a 
pressure and temperature above that material's 
5 critical pressure and temperature and therefore 
behaves in ways characteristic of both a liquid and a 
gas. For example, this fluid will have a solvent power 
similar to that of a liquid, but a surface tension 
much weaker than that of a liquid and such as to 
10 increase its diffusion through the solute. 

The method according to the present invention 
involves the following steps: 

(a) providing a source of supercritical 
fluid at a temperature and pressure 

15 greater than the critical temperature 

and pressure of that supercritical 
fluid; 

(b) preheating the polymer material to a 
temperature above the supercritical 

20 fluid's critical temperature, 

preferably above the softening or 
melting temperature of this polymer 
material; 

(c) saturating the polymer material that 
25 was preheated in step (b) with the 
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supercritical fluid by maintaining the 
interior of the saturation chamber at a 
temperature and pressure greater than 
the critical temperature and pressure 
5 of the supercritical fluid, said 

preheated polymer material and said 
supercritical fluid preferably being 
mixed in said saturation chamber in 
order to facilitate the saturation 
10 process; 

(d) injecting said preheated polymer 
material saturated with the 
supercritical fluid into a closure 
mold, reducing the pressure to below 

15 the critical pressure of the 

supercritical fluid; 

(e) and maintaining said polymer material 
in the mold until formation of the 
closure is complete. 

20 The preferred supercritical fluid for the 

process outlined above is nitrogen in the 
supercritical state, for which the critical 
temperature and pressure are, respectively, T = -147 °C 
approx. and P = 3*389xl0 6 N/m 2 approx. 

25 The process outlined above is particularly 
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advantageous as we have observed that it produces a 
material with an extremely homogeneous structure of 
minute microcells (from 10 9 to 10 12 cells per cm 3 , the 
mean size of the cells being less than 2 microns) . The 
5 closure therefore acquires remarkable sealing 
properties and properties of impermeability to gases. 

In the abovementioned practical embodiments, 
the closure 1 of the invention in its shape as a plug 
is therefore adapted to be placed in a bottle, in 

10 order to close it, using an ordinary plugging machine 
(not shown) , and is adapted to be removed from a 
bottle, when opening, using an ordinary corkscrew (not 
shown) . The material of which the plug 1 is composed 
guarantees barrier characteristics and characteristics 

15 ensuring a lack of material leakage for a period that 
is not less than the one that can be obtained with a 
plug made of cork under optimum conditions. 

In order to perform the abovementioned barrier 
function, the closure 1 of the invention is further 

20 equipped with barrier means (not shown) f for example 
in the form of at least one circular thin layer placed 
on the side of the closure 1 facing the container 
interior; said thin layer is made of a material 
suitable for forming such a barrier, for example even 

2 5 gold. Other types of barrier means could be at least 
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one disk or at least one washer, for example made of 
glass for better storage of the product inside the 
container . 

According to a first preferred embodiment of 
5 the closure 1, shown in Figs 1 and 2, the supporting 
and sealing means 3 are composed of a threaded hollow 
fitting 7, that extends substantially along the whole 
length of the closure 1; the fitting 7 is connected to 
at least one lower support 9 and at least one upper 
10 support 11. The connection between the fitting 7 and 
the upper and lower supports 9 and 11 can occur by 
screwing, fixing by complementary shape or other known 
ways . 

The lower support 9 is adapted to be coupled 
15 by interference with the container opening walls to 
prevent gases from entering thereinto, while the upper 
support 11 is adapted, by means of the insertion 
recess 12, to allow insertion of a corkscrew into the 
closure 1 for the removal thereof, using, in order to 
20 engage the corkscrew, a plurality of longitudinal ribs 
7 1 . The closure 1 of Figs 1 and 2 has the lower 
support 9 shaped (in 10) in order to support the 
covering body 5 that expands therein, and to 
simultaneously provide insertion means to insert the 
25 closure 1 inside the container opening (in this case 
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the bottle neck) . 

According to a second preferred embodiment of 
the closure of the invention, shown in Fig. 3, the 
supporting and sealing means 3 are composed of at 
5 least one lower threaded support 13 and at least one 
upper threaded support 15 that are screwed into 
corresponding recesses formed inside the covering body 
5 and that engage a hollow elongated support member 
14. 

10 The lower support 13 is adapted to be coupled by 

interference with the container opening to prevent 
gases from entering thereinto, while the upper support 
15 is adapted, by means of an insertion recess 20, to 
allow insertion of a corkscrew into the closure 1 for 

15 the removal thereof. Moreover, the elongated support 
member 14 is equipped with a plurality of longitudinal 
ribs 21 for engagement with the corkscrew when 
removing the plug 1. Also in this case, the closure 1 
of Fig. 3 has the lower support 13 shaped (in 13 f ) in 

20 order to support the covering body 5 that expands 
inside it r and to simultaneously provide insertion 
means to insert the closure 1 into the container 
opening (in this case the bottle neck) . 

In both the above-illustrated arrangements, 

25 the upper support (11 or 15 depending on the case) is 
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further adapted to bear writing and/or other signs 
relating to the container contents, such as for 
example product name or manufacturer name, advertising 
messages, etc, 

5 According to a third preferred embodiment of 

the closure 1 of the invention, shown in Figs 4 and 5, 
the supporting and sealing means 3 are composed of an 
elongated support body 26 that extends substantially 
along the whole length of the closure 1; such 
10 elongated support body 26 is further equipped with at 
least one lower sealing member 28 adapted to guarantee 
sealing of the closure 1 against the container opening 
walls . 

In the embodiment shown in Figs 4 and 5, the 
15 covering body 5 is of cylindrical shape and the lower 
sealing member 28 is shaped as a frustum of a cone 
whose radius is less than the radius of the covering 
body 5 . 

Always as shown in Figs 4 and 5, the elongated 
20 support body 26 is further equipped with at least one 
upper sealing member 30 adapted to improve sealing of 
the closure 1 against the container opening walls. The 
upper sealing member 30 is also shaped as a frustum of 
a cone whose radius is less than the radius of the 
25 covering body 5 and is substantially identical to the 
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radius of the lower sealing member 28. 

Moreover, the elongated support body 26 is of 
cylindrical shape and is closed at the end thereof 
that is facing toward the container interior: this 
5 obviously serves to increase the sealing strength of 
the whole closure 1, and can also be used during 
removal of the closure 1 from the container to 
prevent, for example, the corkscrew from drilling 
right through the plug 1, such operation being always 

10 inadvisable in the field. 

According to a fourth preferred embodiment of 
the invention, shown in Fig. 6, the supporting and 
sealing means 3 are composed of a first hollow member 
30 whose cross section is "T"-shaped and a second 

15 hollow member 32, whose cross section is in the shape 
of an inverted "T" , that is adapted to contain an end 
of the first hollow member 30 through threaded 
engagement of the respective ends 31 and 33 of the two 
members 30 and 32. The arrangement in Fig. 6 allows 

20 the closure 1 to be used by orienting it and inserting 
it at will into the container, since both ends 30* and 
32' of the supporting and sealing means 3 have the 
same shape and are equipped with the recesses 35 and 
37 for inserting the means for removing the closure 1. 

25 According to a fifth preferred embodiment of 
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the invention, shown in Fig. 7, the supporting and 
sealing means 3 are composed of a cylindricaLly-shaped 
upper hollow member 40 open at both ends 41 and 42, in 
order to increase the seal against the container 
5 opening walls. The upper member 40 is placed above and 
outside a lower hollow member 4 3 that, in its central 
part 44, is shaped as an elongated cylinder that is 
inserted into the upper member 40, while in its part 
4 6 facing toward the container interior it is shaped 

10 as a flat closure with insertion flarings 48 for 
insertion of the closure 1 into the container. Once 
the upper member 40 and the lower member 4 3 have been 
coupled, they are surrounded by the covering body 5 so 
that the plastic material of which this is composed 

15 penetrates into the spaces left empty due to coupling 
of the two members 40 and 43, and penetrates into the 
lower member 43 in such a way that its part 4 6, 
substantially performing the function of a barrier, is 
outside the covering body 5. The recess 4 9 allowing 

20 penetration of the removing means into the closure 1 
is in this case directly formed in the covering body 
5. 

According to a sixth preferred embodiment of 
the invention, shown in Fig. 8, the supporting and 
25 sealing means 3 are composed of three mutually coupled 
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internal hollow members, in which the first internal 
hollow member 50 has an elongated cylindrical shape 
and a step 51 formed inside it and two respective 
threaded coupling sections 52 and 53. The first 
5 internal hollow member 50 is further equipped with a 
circular upper sealing projection 54. The second 
internal hollow member 55 has a cylindrical shape and 
is equipped in its upper part with a recess 56 for 
insertion of the means for removing the closure 1 and 

10 is equipped in its lower part with a threaded section 
57 adapted to cooperate through engagement with the 
corresponding threaded section 52 of the first 
internal hollow member 50; moreover, the second 
internal member 55 abuts against the first internal 

15 member 50 on the shoulder of the step 51 in order not 
to excessively penetrate into the first member 50. 
Finally, the third internal hollow member 58 is almost 
completely threaded in 59 in order to cooperate 
through engagement with the respective threaded 

20 section 53 of the first internal member 50, and is 
equipped with a lower flat part 60 that performs 
sealing and barrier functions for the closure 1, being 
oriented toward the container interior. In the 
arrangement in Fig. 8, the covering body 5 is applied 

25 outside the three internal hollow members 50, 55, 58, 
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while, inside, the closure 1 remains equipped with a 
hollow cylindrical recess 61 into which the means for 
removing the closure 1 will penetrate. 

According to a seventh preferred embodiment of 
5 the invention, shown in Fig. 9, the supporting and 
sealing means 3 are composed of a bearing member 63 
having a substantially elongated cylindrical shape, 
that is externally threaded in 64 all along its length 
and is internally equipped with a plurality of ribs 65 

10 for engaging with the means for removing the closure 
1. Around such bearing member 63 are screwed a first 
closure member 66 and a second closure member 67 that 
are identical and are composed of an internally 
threaded cylindrical body 66', 67 ■ closed at one end 

15 by a circular flat cover 66", 67" with its external 
edges bent slightly inwards. After the first and the 
second closure members 66, 67 have been screwed onto 
the bearing member 63, the covering body 5 is applied 
so that it covers the three members 63, 66, 67 and is 

20 contained inside the bent edge of the covers 66", 67". 
The closure 1 of this arrangement likewise does not 
have an upper and a lower part, but can be used under 
any desired vertical orientation. 

According to an eighth preferred embodiment of 

2 5 the invention, shown in Fig. 10, the supporting and 
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sealing means 3 are composed of a bearing member 70 
having a substantially elongated cylindrical shape, 
that is internally threaded in 71 all along its length 
and is internally equipped with a cylindrical threaded 
5 structure 72 that is screwed inside it and that helps 
in further reinforcing it. Inside this bearing member 
70 are screwed an upper closure member 73 and a lower 
closure member 74, The upper closure member 73 is 
equipped with a cylindrical threaded body 7 4 that is 

10 screwed inside the bearing member 70 and that is 
overlapped by a cover 7 5 containing a recess 76 for 
insertion of the means for removing the closure 1. The 
lower closure member 74 is composed of a cylindrical 
threaded body 77 adapted to be screwed inside the 

15 bearing member 70, and a circular flat lower cover 78 
with flarings 7 9 for insertion into the container 
opening; in this case, however, the lower closure 
member 74 is shaped in such a way as to form a 
circular recess 80 between cylindrical body 77 and 

20 cover 78: the recess 80 is adapted to house an end of 
the bearing member 70 to increase the sealing and 
strength of the supporting and sealing means 3 as a 
whole. In this arrangement, after having produced the 
supporting and sealing means 3 by coupling their 

25 various components, the covering body 5 is expanded in 
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order to surround them, leaving the covers 7 5 and 78 
outside . 

According to a ninth preferred embodiment of 
the invention, shown in Figs 11 and 13, the supporting 
5 and sealing means 3 are composed of an upper closure 
member 91 and a lower closure member 92. The upper 
closure member 91 is composed of a hollow cylindrical 
body equipped at one of its ends with a plurality of 
small teeth 93 and at the opposite end with a cover 94 

10 having a recess 95 for insertion of the means for 
removing the closure 1 . The lower closure member 92 is 
composed of a hollow cylindrical body equipped at one 
of its ends with a plurality of small teeth 96 and at 
the opposite end with a circular flat cover 97 

15 equipped with a circular collar 98 adapted to contain 
the material of the covering body 5. The covering body 
5 is expanded around the two closure members 91 and 92 
in order to surround their respective cylindrical 
bodies and to engage their respective small teeth 93 

20 and 96, penetrating into the recess 98 and leaving 
only the covers 94 and 97 outside. 

Moreover, according to a tenth preferred 
embodiment of the invention, shown in Fig. 12, the 
supporting and sealing means 3 are composed of an 

25 upper closure member 101 and a lower closure member 
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102. The upper closure member 101 is composed of a 
hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends 
with a tooth 103 and at the opposite end with a cover 
104 having a recess 105 for insertion of the means for 
5 removing the closure 1. The lower closure member 102 
is composed of a hollow cylindrical body equipped at 
one of its ends with a tooth 106 and at the opposite 
end with a circular flat cover 107 equipped with a 
circular collar 108 adapted to contain the material of 

10 the covering body 5. The supporting and sealing means 
3 in this case receive an internal reinforcement from 
the mutual coupling of the two teeth 103 and 106. The 
covering body 5 is expanded around the two closure 
members 101 and 102 in order to surround their 

15 respective cylindrical bodies, penetrating into the 
recess 108 and leaving only the covers 104 and 107 
outside . 

According to an eleventh preferred embodiment 
of the invention, shown in Figs 14 to 16, the 

20 supporting and sealing means 3 are composed of an 
upper closure member 121 and a lower closure member 
122. The upper closure member 121 is composed of a 
hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends 
with a threaded or toothed wall 123 and at the 

25 opposite end with a cover 124 having a recess 125 for 
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insertion of the removing means for the closure 1. The 
lower closure member 122 is composed of a hollow 
cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends with a 
threaded or toothed recess 126 and at the opposite end 
5 with a circular flat cover 127 equipped with a 
circular collar 128 adapted to contain the material of 
the covering body 5- The supporting and sealing means 
3 in this case • are produced through the mutual 
coupling of the wall 123 and the recess 126 by means 

10 of their threads or small teeth. The covering body 5 
is expanded around the two closure members 121 and 122 
in order to surround their respective cylindrical 
bodies, penetrating into the recess 128 and leaving 
only the covers 124 and 127 outside. Fig, 16 shows in 

15 detail the coupling between the closure 1 and the 
mouth 182 of the container (not shown) . 

In the embodiment shown in Figures 17 and 18, 
the supporting and sealing means 3 are composed of a 
reinforcing member 129 having a basically cylindrical 

20 hollow body 130 terminating at both ends in annular 
shoulders 131, 131' . The lower annular shoulder 131, 
which is at the end of the closure 1 designed to be 
inserted in the neck of the container, is of a larger 
diameter than the upper shoulder 131' . 

25 On the outer surface of the hollow body 130, 
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between these shoulders 131, 131', is a plurality of 
annular reliefs 132. These lie in essentially parallel 
planes and are preferably equidistant from each other . 
The diameter of said annular reliefs 132 is in general 
5 less than that of the shoulders 131, 131'. 

The lower end of the hollow body 130 is closed 
by a base 133, while the upper end remains open. 

The covering body 5 is thermof ormed directly 
on said reinforcing member 129, in such a way that the 

10 elastomeric material fills the cavity of the hollow 
body 130 and the external space between the two 
shoulders 131, 131' . The annular reliefs 132 give the 
covering body 5 purchase. It is clear therefore that 
the closure 1 will assume a f rustoconical shape, with 

15 the larger base designed to be inserted into the neck 
of the container. This maximizes the seal created by 
the closure- The fact that the annular reliefs 132 do 
not extend radially as far as the lateral surface of 
the covering body 5 further contributes to the seal of 

20 the closure and moreover does not spoil the aesthetic 
appearance of the closure, as clearly shown in 
Figure 17. 

Another important feature of this embodiment 
is that the base 133 of the hollow body 130 is 
25 oriented toward the interior of the container and 
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therefore gives the closure 1 excellent impermeability 
to atmospheric oxygen. Meanwhile, the other end of the 
hollow body 130 is, as stated earlier, open and filled 
with the elastomeric foam material. This facilitates 
5 the insertion of the corkscrew. 

In the embodiment shown in Figures 19 and 20, 
the supporting and sealing means 3 are composed of a 
reinforcing member 134 and a closure member 135. These 
are coupled together detachably. 

10 The reinforcing member 134 comprises a 

basically cylindrical hollow body 136 closed at the 
lower end by a base 137 and open at the upper end. 
Around the outside of said lower base 137 is an 
upwardly directed annular profile 138. Inside the 

15 hollow body 136 is a plurality of longitudinal fins 
139 that extend from the inside surface of the hollow 
body 136 into the interior. The purpose of these fins 
139 is to strengthen the structure and guide the 
corkscrew as it is inserted, being tapped by the 

2 0 corkscrew as it goes in. 

The closure member 135 comprises a disk 140 
whose upper surface includes a central depression 141. 
On the lower surface of said disk 140 is a sleeve 142 
whose outside diameter is approximately equal to or 

25 slightly less than the inside diameter of the hollow 



WO 01/58772 



PCT/EP01/00566 



body 136, so that the closure member 135 can be 
inserted into said hollow body. As with the hollow 
body 136, a plurality of longitudinal fins is provided 
on the inside surface of the sleeve 142. 
5 The covering body 5 is of basically 

cylindrical form, but with an outward swelling to 
maximize the seal formed by the closure. The interior 
is hollow and its surface has ribs 144 lying in planes 
perpendicular to the axis of the covering body 5. This 

10 covering body 5 is pushed onto the hollow body 136, 
and then the closure member 135 is inserted on top of 
that. In this way the covering body 5 is held between 
the annular profile 138 and said closure member 135. 
The ribs 14 4 encourage the compression of the material 

15 and its elastic return, which means that the covering 
body can be made from a . wide variety of different 
materials, such as, besides those described earlier, 
silicone, in particular an LSR (Liquid Silicone 
Rubber), preferably a two-component LSR. 

20 As will appear evident to a person skilled in 

the art from the above description of some preferred 
embodiments of the invention, what has been shown and 
described must obviously be considered as a non- 
limiting example of the scope of the present invention 

25 as defined in the attached claims. In fact, numerous 
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variations of the abovementioned embodiments are 
possible, through a simple combination of the various 
members shown or by designing new members performing 
the same functions of support, seal, barrier and 
5 covering of the fundamental members of which the 
closure 1. of the present invention is composed. 

Finally, as further particularity, all closures 1 
of the invention, both the abovementioned closures and 
others that could be easily developed by a person 

10 skilled in the art upon reading the present 
specification, can be further strengthened by 
providing their coating with a protective film placed 
all around them, where in* particular the protective 
film could be a silicone film. 

15 When it comes to producing labels, drawings or 

captions on the surface of the closure (1) according 
to the invention, the invention allows the use of 
laser-based methods in addition to the normal 
technologies of ink printing. The type of laser and 

20 the amount of energy required for this marking process 
will depend on the plastic material being marked. For 
the material used in the closures of the present 
invention it will usually be preferred to use an 
Nd: YAG laser having a power of 30 to 200 Watts and a 

25 wavelength of 1064 nm (secondary waves 
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532-355-266 nm) . The plastic material of which the 
plug is composed must be treated with a color-changing 
master that changes coloration when struck by the 
laser beam. A preferred master is SARMATENE® from 
5 Clariant. The color-changing master is added in 
quantities of between 1% and 4%, preferably 
approximately 2%. The choice of a laser-marking method 
involving the use of a color-changing master, instead 
of laser processes where the marking is produced by 

10 surface carbonization, is fundamental because in the 
case of a closure for containers in which 
leaktightness of the container is essential, marking 
by surface carbonization leads irremediably to 
unacceptable surface irregularities- These surface 

15 irregularities would then prevent compliance with the 
inside surface of the neck of the container as 
required for an airtight closure. 

The equipment for carrying out the marking 
process is of known type and commercially available 

20 and will not therefore be described in greater detail. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A closure (1) for containers characterized in 

that it comprises: 
5 - rigid supporting and sealing means (3) ; and 

a covering body (5) made of plastic material, 
said covering body (5) cooperating with and 
integrating said supporting and sealing means 
(3) . 

10 2. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 1, characterized in that said covering body (5) 
is placed on the outside around said supporting and 
sealing means (3) . 

3. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
15 claim 1 or 2, characterized in that said covering body 

(5) is made of an elastomeric material. 

4. • The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 1, characterized in that said covering body (5) 
is adapted to cooperate by interference with the 

20 container opening to prevent the product contained 
therein from leaking out and to prevent gases and/or 
foreign substances from entering inside the container. 

5. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 4 , characterized in that said 

25 covering body (5) is made of thermoplastic foam 



WO 01/58772 



PCT/EP01/00566 



material . 

6. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 4, characterized in that said 
covering body (5) is made of thermosetting foam 

5 material. 

7. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 4, characterized in that said 
covering body (5) is made of crosslinked foam 
material. 

10 8. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 1 to 7, characterized in that said 
closure (1) is a plug for containers for foodstuff. 

9. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 8, characterized in that said plug (1) is 

15 adapted to close bottles containing beverages. 

10. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 9, characterized in that said plug (1) is 
adapted to close bottles containing alcoholic 
beverages, in particular wine. 

20 11. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 8 to 10, characterized in that said 
plug (1) is adapted to be placed onto a bottle, in 
order to close it, using an ordinary plugging machine, 
and is adapted to be removed from a bottle, when 

25 opening it, using ordinary plug (1) removing means. 
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12. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 11, characterized in that said plug (1) removing 
means are a corkscrew. 

13. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
5 claim 1, characterized in that said closure (1) has 

gas-barrier characteristics, preventing gases from 
penetrating inside the container, and characteristics 
ensuring a lack of leakages of the closure material 
into the container, said barrier and lack-of-leakage 
10 characteristics being guaranteed for a period that is 
not less than the one that can be obtained with a 
closure made of cork under optimum conditions. 

14. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 13, characterized in that it is further equipped 

15 with barrier means placed on the side of said closure 
(1) facing the container interior. 

15. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 14, characterized in that said barrier means are 
composed of at least one thin layer. 

20 16. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 15, characterized in that said at least one thin 
layer is made of a precious metal, for example gold. 
17. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 14, characterized in that said barrier means are 

2 5 composed of at least one disk, for example made of 
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glass . 

18. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 14, characterized in that said barrier means are 
composed of at least one washer, for example made of 

5 glass. 

19. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that 
said supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of 
a fitting (7), in particular a threaded hollow fitting 

10 (7) , that extends substantially along the whole length 
of the closure (1), said fitting (7) being connected 
to at least one lower support (9) and at least one 
upper support (11) , said at least one lower support 
(9) being adapted to be coupled by interference with 

15 the container opening to prevent gases from entering 
thereinto, said at least one upper support (11) and 
said fitting (7) being adapted to allow insertion of 
closure (1) removing means into the closure (1) for 
the removal thereof. 

20 20. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 19, characterized in that said at least one 
upper support (11) is equipped with a recess (12) for 
insertion of closure (1) removing means and said 
fitting (7) is equipped with a plurality of ribs (7 1 ) 

25 for engaging with said closure (1) removing means. 
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21. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and. sealing means (3) are composed of at 
least one lower threaded support (13) and at least one 

5 upper threaded support (15) that are screwed into 
corresponding recesses formed inside said covering 
body (5), said at least one lower support (13) being 
adapted to be coupled by interference with the 
container opening to prevent gases from entering 
10 thereinto, said at least one upper support (15) being 
adapted to allow insertion of closure (1) removing 
means into the closure (1) for the removal thereof* 

22. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 21, characterized in that said at least one 

15 lower threaded support (13) and said at least one 
upper threaded support (15) are adapted to engage a 
hollow elongated support member (14) placed inside 
said closure (1) . 

23. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
20 claim 22, characterized in that said upper support 

(15) is equipped with an insertion recess (20) for the 
closure (1) removing means and said elongated support 
member (14) is equipped with a plurality of 
longitudinal ribs (21) for engaging said closure (1) 
25 removing means. 
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24. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of an 
elongated support body (26) that extends substantially 
5 along the whole length of the closure (1) , said 
elongated support body (2 6) being equipped with at 
least one lower sealing member (28) adapted to 
guarantee sealing of the -closure (1) against the 
container opening walls. 

10 25. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 24, characterized in that said covering body (5) 
is of cylindrical shape and said lower sealing member 
(28) is shaped as a frustum of a cone whose radius is 
less than the radius of the covering body (5) . 

15 26. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 24 or 25, characterized in that said elongated 
support body (26) is further equipped with at least 
one upper sealing member (30) adapted to improve 
sealing of the closure (1) against the container 

20 opening walls. 

27. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 26, characterized in that said covering body (5) 
is of cylindrical shape and said upper sealing member 
(30) is shaped as a frustum of a cone whose radius is 

25 less than the radius of the covering body (5) . 
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28. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 24 to 27, characterized in that said 
elongated support body (26) is of cylindrical shape 
and is closed at the end thereof that is facing toward 

5 the container interior. 

29. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of a 
first hollow member (30) whose cross section is "T"- 

10 shaped and a second hollow member (32) whose cross 
section is in the shape of an inverted "T", said 
second hollow member (32) being adapted to contain 
inside an end of said first hollow member (30) through 
threaded engagement of respective ends (31; 33) of 

15 said two members (30, 32), said members (30, 32) being 
equipped with respective ends (30'; 32 • ) having the 
same shape and being respectively equipped with 
recesses (35; 37) for inserting means for removing 
said closure (1) . 

20 30. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of a 
cylindrically-shaped upper hollow member (40) open at 
both ends (41, 42), said upper member (40) being 

25 placed above and outside a lower hollow member (43) 
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that, in its central part (44), is shaped as an 
elongated cylinder that is inserted into said upper 
member (40), said lower member (43) in its part (46) 
facing toward the container interior being shaped as a 
5 flat closure equipped with insertion flarings (48) for 
insertion of said closure (1) into the container, a 
recess (4 9) allowing penetration of removing means 
into said closure (1) being directly formed in said 
covering body (5) . 

10 31. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of three 
mutually coupled internal hollow members (50, 55, 58), 
said first internal hollow member (50) having an 

15 elongated cylindrical shape and comprising a step (51) 
formed inside it and two respective threaded coupling 
sections (52, 53), said first internal hollow member 
(50) being further equipped with a circular upper 
sealing projection (54), said second internal hollow 

20 member (55) having a cylindrical shape and being 
equipped in its upper part with a recess (56) for 
insertion of means for removing said closure (1) and 
being equipped in its lower part with a threaded 
section (57) adapted to cooperate through engagement 

25 with the corresponding threaded section (52) of said 
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first internal hollow member (50) , said second 
internal member (55) abutting against said first 
internal member (50) on the shoulder of said step (51) 
in order not to excessively penetrate into said first 
5 member (50), said third internal hollow member (58) 
being almost completely threaded (in 59) in order to 
cooperate through engagement with the respective 
threaded section (53) of said first internal member 
(50), and being equipped with a lower flat part (60) 
10 to perform a sealing and barrier function for said 
closure ( 1 ) . 

32. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of a 

15 bearing member (63) having a substantially elongated 
cylindrical shape, said bearing member (63) being 
externally threaded (in 64) all along its length and 
being internally equipped with a plurality of ribs 
(65) for engaging with means for removing said closure 

20 (1), around said bearing member (63) there being 
screwed a first closure member (66) and a second 
closure member (67) that are identical and are 
composed of an internally threaded cylindrical body 
(66 1 , 67') closed at one end by a circular flat cover 

25 (66", 67") with its external edges bent slightly 
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inwards . 

33. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of a 
5 bearing member (70) having a substantially elongated 
cylindrical shape, said bearing member (70) being 
internally threaded (in 71) all along its length and 
being internally equipped with a reinforcement 
cylindrical threaded structure (72) screwed inside it, 

10 an upper closure member (7 3) and a lower closure 
member (74) being screwed inside said bearing member 
(70) , said upper closure member (73) being equipped 
with a cylindrical threaded body (74) that is screwed 
inside said bearing member (70) and that is overlapped 

15 by a cover (75) containing a recess (76) for insertion 
of means for removing said closure (1) , said lower 
closure member (74) being composed of a cylindrical 
threaded body (77) adapted to be screwed inside said 
bearing member (70) and a circular flat lower cover 

20 (78) with flarings (79) for insertion into the 
container opening, said lower closure member (74) 
being shaped in such a way as to form a circular 
recess (80) between cylindrical body (77) and cover 
(78), said recess (80) being adapted to house an end 

25 of the bearing member (70) to increase the sealing and 
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strength of said supporting and sealing means (3) . 

34. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of an 

5 upper closure member (91) and a lower closure member 
(92), said upper closure member (91) being composed of 
a hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends 
- with a plurality of small teeth (93) and at the 
opposite end with a cover (94) having a recess (95) 

10 for insertion of means for removing said closure (1) , 
said lower closure member (92) being composed of a 
hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends 
with a plurality of small teeth (96) and at the 
opposite end with a circular flat cover (97) equipped 

15 with a circular collar (98) adapted to contain the 
material of said covering body (5) . 

35. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of an 

20 upper closure member (101) and a lower closure member 
(102), said upper closure member (101) being composed 
of a hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its 
ends with a tooth (103) and at the opposite end with a 
cover (104) having a recess (105) for insertion of 

25 means for removing said closure (1), said lower 
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closure member (102) being composed of a hollow 
cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends with a 
tooth (106) and at the opposite end with a circular 
flat cover (107) equipped with a circular collar (108) 
5 adapted to contain the material of said covering body 
(5) . 

36. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) are composed of an 

10 upper closure member (121) and a lower closure member 
(122) , said upper closure member (121) being composed 
of a hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its 
ends with a threaded or toothed wall (123) and at the 
opposite end with a cover (124) having a recess (125) 

15 for insertion of means for removing the closure (1), 
said lower closure member (122) being composed of a 
hollow cylindrical body equipped at one of its ends 
with a threaded or toothed recess (126) and at the 
opposite end with a circular flat cover (127) equipped 

20 with a circular collar (128) adapted to contain the 
material of said covering body (5) . 

37. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) comprise a 

25 reinforcing member (12 9) having a basically 
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cylindrical hollow body (130) terminating at both ends 
in annular shoulders (131, 131'), a lower and an 
upper, said lower annular shoulder (131) having a 
larger diameter than said upper shoulder (131'), a 
5 plurality of annular reliefs (132) being situated on 
the outer surface of the hollow body (130), the lower 
end of said hollow body (130) being closed by a base 
(13 3) and its upper end open, and the covering body 
(5) being formed directly on said reinforcing member 
10 (129), in such a way that the elastomeric material 
fills the cavity of said hollow body (130) and the 
external space between said lower and upper shoulders 
(131, 131V), said closure (1) being f rustoconical in 
shape. 

15 38. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of claims 1 to 18, characterized in that said 
supporting and sealing means (3) comprise a 
reinforcing member (134) and a closure member (135), 
these being coupled together detachably, said 

20 reinforcing member (134) comprising a basically 
cylindrical hollow body (136) closed at the lower end 
by a base (137) and open at the upper end, around the 
outside of which lower base (137) is an 
upwardly-directed annular profile (138), a plurality 

25 of longitudinal fins (139) being provided on the 
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inside surface of said hollow body (136) ; which 
closure member (135) comprises, a disk (140) whose 
upper surface includes a central depression (141) and 
on whose lower surface is a sleeve (142) whose form 
5 and dimensions are such that it can be inserted into 
said hollow body (136) , a plurality of longitudinal 
fins (143) being provided on the inside surface of 
said sleeve (142); which covering body (5) is of 
basically cylindrical form with an outward swelling 
10 and an internal cavity, the surface of which is 
provided with ribs (144). 

39. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

claim 38, in which said covering body (5) is made of 
LSR silicone. 

15 40 . The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that 
said closure (1) is further adapted to bear, in its 
upper part facing outside the container, writing 
and/or other signs relating to the container contents. 

20 41. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that 
it is further covered with a protective film placed 
all around said closure (1) . 

42. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

25 claim 41, characterized in that said protective film 
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is a silicone film. 

43. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
any one of the preceding claims, in which said 
thermoplastic foam material is made by a hot -molding 

5 process involving the use of a fluid in the 
supercritical state as a blowing agent. 

44. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 
claim 43, in which said fluid is nitrogen in the 
supercritical state. 

10 45. The closure (1) for containers as claimed in 

any one of the preceding claims, in which the outside 
surface of said closure is marked by a laser-marking 
process . 

46. The closure (1) as claimed in claim 45, in 

15 which said laser is an Nd:YAG laser. 
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